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What I look for first in a publication is ... architecturally beautiful structures.

M y favorite piece of research is ... R. B. Woodward’s total synthesis of reserpine.
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The most important thing I learned from my parents is ... integrity.

M y best investment was ... choosing Profs. Tachibana, Danishefsky, and Hirama as my mentors.

The most exciting thing about my research is ...to apply simple strategies to build complex molecules.

The best advice I have ever been given is ... “The difference between persistence and stubbornness is

success” (S. J. Danishefsky).

A good work day begins with ... getting on a not-so-crowded commuter train.

M y favorite authors (fiction) are ... Haruki Murakami and Paul Auster.
M y top three films of all time are ... Manhattan (W. Allen), Pulp Fiction (Q. Tarantino), and Magnolia

(P. T. Anderson).

My 5 top papers:
1. “Total Synthesis of Ciguatoxin and 51-Hydro-

xyCTX3C”: M. Inoue, K. Miyazaki, Y. Ishihara, A.
Tatami, Y. Ohnuma, Y. Kawada, K. Komano, S.
Yamashita, N. Lee, M. Hirama, J. Am. Chem. Soc.
2006, 128, 9352—-9354. (Two ciguatoxins were synthe-
sized in a highly convergent fashion from the two
halves of the molecules by using direct construction of
the O,S-acetals and chemo- and stereoselective radical
cyclization.)

. “Total Synthesis and Bioactivity of an Unnatural

Enantiomer of Merrilactone A: Development of an
Enantioselective Desymmetrization Strategy™: M.
Inoue, N. Lee, S. Kasuya, T. Sato, M. Hirama, M.
Moriyama, Y. Fukuyama, J. Org. Chem. 2007, 72,
3065-3075. (A novel desymmetrization strategy was
developed: a single enantioselective transannular aldol
reaction of eight-membered meso-diketone established
the absolute stereochemistries of four chiral carbon
atoms of merrilactone A.)

. “Total Synthesis of the C-1027 Chromophore Core.

Extremely Facile Enediyne Formation via Sml,-Medi-
ated 1,2-Elimination”: M. Inoue, I. Ohashi, T. Kawa-
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guchi, M. Hirama, Angew. Chem. 2008, 120, 1801 -
1803; Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2008, 47, 1777-1779.
(The newly developed extremely facile olefination
enabled construction of the extremely reactive nine-
membered enediyne portion of the C-1027 chromo-
phore.)

. “Total Synthesis of the Large Non-Ribosomal Peptide

Polytheonamide B”: M. Inoue, N. Shinohara, S.
Tanabe, T. Takahashi, K. Okura, H. Ito, Y. Mizoguchi,
M. Iida, N. Lee, S. Matsuoka, Nature Chem. 2010, 2,
280-285. (This paper reports the first total synthesis of
polytheonamide B, an exceptionally cytotoxic natural
product and the largest non-ribosomal peptide cur-
rently known (48 amino acids, 5000 Da).)

. “Functional Analysis of Synthetic Substructures of

Polytheonamide B: A Transmembrane Channel-Form-
ing Peptide”: S. Matsuoka, N. Shinohara, T. Takahashi,
M. lida, M. Inoue, Angew. Chem. 2011, 123, 4981 -
4985; Angew. Chem. Int. Ed. 2011, 50, 4879-4883.
(This paper reports the synthesis of nine substructures
of ion channel-forming polytheonamide B and their
intriguing structure — function relationships.)
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